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Digitalization of Fashion Shows in the Pandemic Era
- A Focus on Fashion Films and Fashion Gamification -
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Abstract: With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, global fashion brands have been hosting online fashion shows
instead of offline ones. In light of the current pandemic scenario, this research conducted a study on digital fashion shows
held online, specifically focusing on two types of shows: fashion films and games. This study examined the characteristics
of changes in digital fashion shows as well as their limitations. The case studies analyzed fashion shows from January 2020
to July 2021, with a focus on the 2021 S/S and 2021 F/W seasons, and 26 fashion shows from 23 brands. The results of
this study were as follows: First, digital fashion shows transcended physical limitations through virtualization and non-
face-to-face communication, breaking free of the limits of space and time in reality. Second, the entertainment role of fash-
ion shows was strengthened. However, online fashion shows had limitations as they lacked a sense of reality and dis-
tracted viewers’ attention from fashion products. This study has practical implications as it proposes a path for the
development of digitalized fashion shows by addressing its current limitations. Overcoming these shortcomings, post-pan-
demic fashion shows would be more diverse, flexible, and creative. Consequently, following the pandemic period, we look
forward to new types of fashion shows using digital imaging technologies.
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Table 1. Brands presenting digitalized fashion show
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Category Season Brands Count
2021 /S GCDS, Collina Strada, Boramy Viguier, Ottolinger, Miu Miu, Balmain, 2
. Burberry, Erdem, Thom Browne, Alexandre Vauthier, Moschino, ACT N°1
Fashion film L . . .
2021 F/W Salvatore Ferragamo, Coperni, Miu Miu, Coach, Lanvin, Dries Van Noten, 9
Moschino, Kenzo, ACT N°1
2020 S/S Marc Jacobs 1
. . . 2020 Pre-Fall Valentino 1
Fashion gamification . . .
2021 S/S Gucci, Christian Louboutin 2
2021 F/W Balenciaga 1
Total 26
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Components of fashion shows

Key components of fashion shows

Lee and Yun (2001)
Chang and Park (2004)
Choi and Shin (2008)

Place, stage setting, directing, background music, acoustic, model

Stage, lighting, image, effect, model, audience, sound

Model, audience,
stage, place

Directing, program, model, facility environment
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Fig. 1. GCDS 2021 Fig. 2. Collina Strada
S/S. 2021 S/S.
http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 3. Valentino 2020  Fig. 4. Marc Jacobs 2020 S/S.
Pre-Fall(2020a).
http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 5. Ottolinger 2021
https://twitter.com/ S/S.
marcjacobs/ http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 7. Boramy Viguier
2021 S/S.
http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 6. Salvatore Ferragamo
2021 F/W.
http://www.youtube.com
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Fig. 8. ZEPETO*Gucci.
ZEPETO (August 10th 2021).

Fig. 10. GCDS 2021
Louboutin. S/S.
http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 9. ZEPETOxChristian

http://mwww.youtube.com
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Fig. 11. Miu Miu 2021 S/S.
http://mwww.youtube.com

Fig. 12. Balmain 2021 S/S.
http://www.youtube.com
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Fig. 15. Thom Browne Fig. 16. Coach Fig. 17. Lanvin Fig. 18. Alexandre Vauthier Fig. 19. Moschino
2021 S/S. 2021 F/W. 2021 F/W. 2021 S/S. 2021 S/S.
http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com

Fig. 20. Moschino Fig. 21. Dries Van Noten Fig. 22. Kenzo Fig. 23. ACT N°1 Fig. 24. Balenciaga
2021 F/W. 2021 F/W. 2021 F/W. 2021 F/W. 2021 F/W.
http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com http://mwww.youtube.com http://www.youtube.com
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Table 3. Analyzing the changes in digitalized fashion shows

Changes Overview of the changes Changes related to the components of fashion shows Brands
2020 S/S Marc Jacobs
2020 Pre-Fall Valentino
» Models are replaced to a virtual ones and the appearance of the 2021 S/S GCDS
All or part of models, audiences, places and stages models often changes using 3D technology. 2021 S/S Collina Strada
Virtualization are created virtual to present a fashion show that is e« Stage and place are virtually produced in surreal or over scale 2021 S/S Boramy Viguier

Overcoming the

physical limitation

in producing the
fashion show

not limited by reality.

ways which express the brand identity well.
* Audiences are often replaced with virtual celebrities.

2021 S/S Ottolinger

2021 S/S Gucci

2021 S/S Christian Louboutin
2021 F/W Salvatore Ferragamo

components

Non-Face-to-Face

Non-face-to-face fashion shows are held in three
ways : shows in a phygital way; shows with the
audience and physically blocked stage; shows in the
background of nature.

* Phygital fashion show demonstrates that it is unnecessary for all
fashion show components to be at the same place and time.

» Even when a fashion show is conducted in the same place and
time, a physical separation between the model and the audience
is possible.

* Fashion show produced in the nature excludes audience.

2021 S/S Miu Miu
2021 S/S Balmain
2021 F/W Coperni
2021 S/S Burberry
2021 S/S Erdem
2021 F/W Miu Miu

Diversification of

Fashion shows adopt production method of mass
media or performance and give playful effect by
changing the roles of the fashion show components.

* In the case of mass media directing, the characters in the media
act as models. The fashion show is held on a stage and place
suitable for media content, not on a stage and place created for
the show.

* In the case of the performance directing, the role of the models
has been extended from mere walking to performance. There are
cases where performers play the role of models. The audience
also appears as a part of the performance.

2021 S/S Thom Browne
2021 S/S Alexandre Vauthier
2021 S/S Moschino

2021 S/S ACT N°1

2021 F/W Coach

2021 F/W Lanvin

2021 F/W Moschino

2021 F/W Dries Van Noten
2021 F/W Kenzo

2021 F/W ACT N°1

production
Strengthening the
role of entertainment
Encouraging
participation

A game character that can be controlled by a player
and a live streaming communication encourage
participation of audience.

* A change of the role of the audience appears. Audiences who
were only a spectator become a model in the game with their
avatar.

* A fashion show is controlled by the player. The audience watches
the fashion show in an active attitude by manipulating the game
character while the model exists passively in the game.

2020 S/S Marc Jacobs

2020 Pre-Fall Valentino

2021 S/S Gucci

2021 S/S Christian Louboutin
2021 F/W Balenciaga

Blalv talak:
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