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A Qualitative Study on Acceptance of Korean Wave Culture and Internalization
of Ideal Beauty among Vietnamese Female Students in Korea

Yeonghoon Kang, Ha Kyung Lee, and Woo Bin Kim'
Dept. of Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design, Seoul National University;, Seoul, Korea

Abstract: Vietnam is becoming a leading country in the consumption of Korean wave. Many Vietnamese students have
visited Korea due to a significant interest in the Korean wave. This study used focus group interviews with 12 Vietnamese
female students in order to examine the experience of the Korean wave acceptance (RQ1), the experience of inter-
nalization toward ideal beauty (RQ2) and differences of internalization towards ideal beauty depending on the living period
in Korea (RQ3). First, the results of RQ1 showed that Vietnamese students were accepting the Korean wave through
media, Korean and social interaction in their daily lives. They also have a positive attitude toward Korean cosmetics and
K-pop among various content of the Korean wave. Second, four focal meanings were composed through RQ2. They were
the standards of ideal beauty, the causes of ideal beauty internalization and the results of ideal beauty internalization. The
results of ideal beauty internalization were separated into the perception dimension and behavior dimension. Last, the
results of RQ3 found that the strength of internalization of ideal beauty can very depending on the living period in Korea.
This study has academic implications in that it understands Vietnamese female students who become a member of Korean
society from a sociocultural perspective. The results of this study are useful to establish practical implications for young
Vietnamese consumers to build desirable aesthetic values.

Key words: Vietnamese female student in Korea (M1E9 &34 #-3HY), Korean wave culture (3-+ £3}), internalization
of ideal beauty (1”44 v] WHH3}), acculturation (&3} 4-3), focus group interview GEAHEHH)
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He gl Est ElE a9 s v]Ee] &
HE AR 40 & (Choi & Lee, 2014), SHor ok
FE Bl gl gk S omAIE JEA HeH
e E38F A9 Fo=o R FAEIATHCho et al, 2017).
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ke 235 AFKoz A e HEY fAS
o2 FPE A= A9 o]FAA A Ut 53| HEH
9] 7% s=oz {35 o o= A F F HAE =2
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& Chung, 2017; Yoon et al., 2013).
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ol Aow Uehgth 39 SIS e s d1E
2% Liu and Nam(2018)°] A7-ellxe fretdE0] = =
b W ot mRaRg ol AFUEE olH v yrls)
sk s o vekdth w3 obilobd] fehyEe]
749 2R B A7k =L Exlsle 3 B3 E 2RI
meA gl Akl siglon, dis I SEAY
HolT Aol E 23 oA o’ <k B A e s
ol ofef d= SHISHH <mol e 2 B Aew v
ERdth(Nam et al,, 2014).

o] MAT AL v|FoE u wEY oA 83

E% 9% TxE 2wlshs et AT Habi
He 95 oPgEe] A JEAE Sol <8 oy )
WHASHE 49T Zolet clgsignh. ool wet 2 A v
B oy fopisel datel Avels 5 AWH Tk AL
sjala 2olo] oal FAE ol mle] slFe] FolelA &
o, 2T I 1S A d) $aT 2 e

o AmnTA gt

2.3. 8= 25 M3
3} A-8-(Acculturationy & 710] ofug ofE E3IE
A o A He 344 wisket 289 24 (Gibson,

20018 2mE}. Choi(2007)5= AME-E AFElo) 243k Zlo]
& 3 ARl st B, 7, A ol ARE
AA Whe 2E grigittal Boker, ool wet sk AL

g E3lA o) FHog wolsdX s wE 73S ALle]
vl 72 WolEo]|al PFsis A g ARSlel] A-&3 7t
= 8 F shieta & ¢ ik
ey = AR Tﬁ} o] BE ARtelAl SLaiAl
Heh b= Zlo] op7] wiel &35} 485 olsfishke Al o]
A Ogs A EAES &g Favt °1DP(Chung &
Yang, 2004). Zjol] AFala U= i =<l FIAS
Aoz F3 ¢ d4S AE Cho and Sung(ZOlO)«] >
Toll W= g= AF 717 B w& 717 d=Rle] s
T, o] | gl miv]o] ARgo] ko] 3} 230l HF
vXE= Wl Ao & UERITE Lee and Kim(2009)2
RS ke g sk B3 229 ke mAe 8
HEgke, g AF 717k HYe] o], gl=e] 5 5ol
o B3l Heal =0 A AAAAE 7RE AL Folsln)
oMY = &3t Lol S F= v 29 FolA
= e AT 7R JiQlel AL Qe 5422 Padilla
(1980)= 3T =7kl 22 AF3F olvixda= =2
Tlet 7R g4 H-88 = dom, AF 7|7ke] %ﬁ} 14%
o] 38 FES WRITkL FgEAnt &3 48
ghe] ol FSHTE 4] 57ER] thdsiAl L}E}
9], Song and Kim(2015)2] 7ol =24 = AF 7]{
14 g ol S FIES] A9 AdHeE AF
Zro] &2 FAE vs) AeHA = 20 tish Hw

il o7 Ik W Lee(2019)°] <
TolME AFS %LUH’SP% 83%01] 9101*1 = 7F 71ke] &
Tk Zo® v
% Hlglo g B A= HE

d g=t A5 717k w2t stk
2829] 3 FAl sidsh= 1*0 o] Wk Aol zpo) 7t
g Aolet elldsigit. olell & A = #2328l I
Fe = 7 e NI 5HeEM @5 AF 706l SHe
T, HER o fEYe = AF 717000 whet gt AR
oM oldH o WMol vl VRIS AnE Yuslehe
el AR 27t YeA] Gopr A} .

3. AT

3.1, A=A
2 Are =l AFske WEY oA fES tide=
HEAQl bt w8 8 A AR &, ol v Wist
TS T el ssia dvt B3 HET oA f
Pe] d=r AF 717kl w2t ol dE v Wsst Jerchm 2F
ol7F UEA AvFoEHA F=t AF 7|t o) dH vl Wdst
o] JAE Lotz gk FAH R = AF 7] w
gt JA = ADRAF 717 1 olsh vs. AF 71E 3d o)
ekl F He 7 oA vl Wmisle] mE <14 ¥l

g st zpol7t JEAE BAH R el AL it
ol H4L o R & AFelM Agsle AvAle
w3 2t

A=A 1L HES o fee] ARA]l R 235 8
RS e

A=A 2. BT oA FEAe] o)A v Wfwst AdS

rﬁ

10 on

e}

A=A 3. HEE o e g AF 717kl wet

oA W Ws} el zpel7t Q=] v

32 XI.EOI *XI

£ ATe "Wy A el AFetal dom, zAdel s
Sk wk 184] o AFE] "F 254 olake] WEY oA f3HAY
oz BAPWES Adsth 27
(Purposive samplingy& 53l BJ3eH, o5 9
FEZ ¥ (Snowball sampling) -2 =33t T E@/‘S%‘ﬁ
2019 10€ 2047H 20199 1€ 259784 o] Aol
olFojxlon, v s § A Fgrpt Pske
AL WEste] WMol MaAEATh F 12210] A DAY
o Hojzllon, Mo 9&e NPL fsle] o] et
Rl gk A gerort fs WlEY A9 By WA
o g7 ATt

Table 19 AAE AHE AHS 91 shte] Hoo] i
29094 Fo) Q1o FAEUT. BAFHTHA

(8]
G
lo
f
2
<l
N,

rlo
A
Y m o o
e 2o O rE o off

=



WEY oy $3Y] 7 H2) 765 o83 7] YEis) el et F A7 459
Table 1. Interviewees’ characteristics
Group No. Age Gender Status Months in Korea
A 21 Female Language school 6 months
1 B 19 Female Language school 3 months
C 20 Female Language school 7 months
D 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
2 E 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
F 20 Female Language school 2 months
G 23 Female Language school 12 months
. H 23 Female Language school 9 months
I 20 Female Language school 1 month
J 23 Female Junior in university 46 months
4 K 23 Female Junior in university 42 months
L 23 Female Junior in university 48 months
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Table 2. Internalization of ideal beauty among Vietnamese women

Focal meaning Theme

Strong desire for white and clean skin
The standard of

ideal beauty Preference for slim face and sharp nose

Longing for tall and thin body

More video views via social media
The causes of
ideal beauty
internalization

Diet and plastic surgery fever among Vietnamese women
“Makeup everyday culture” among Korean women

Brand-oriented consumption tendency in Korea

The results of Negative evaluation of one’s appearance

ideal beauty Increase the desires for diet and plastic surgery
internalization:  Social comparison with Korean women
Perception

Agreement on lookism society

The results of Investments for one’s appearance management

ideal beauty  pyjow the Korean makeup and fashion style
internalization:
Behavior Increase of irrational consumption behavior
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The standard of ideal beauty

*  Skin: White tone and clean
*  Features: Slim [ace and sharp nose
*  Body: Tall and thin

The causes of ideal beauty internalization

More video views via social media
* Diet and plastic surgery [ever among Vielnamese women
*  “Makeup everyday culture” among Korean women

*  Brand-oriented consumption tendency in Korea

Weaker I

The period of Korean residence () : Acculturation |

1 Weaker

4

The results of ideal beauty internalization: Perception

¢ Negalive evaluation ol one's appearance
* Increase the desires [or diet and plastic surgery
¢ Social comparison with Korean women

* Agreement on lookism society

Fig. 1. The conceptual model of ideal beauty internalization.

The results of ideal beauty internalization. Behavior

* Investments [or one's appearance management
¢ Follow the Korean makeup and [ashion style

* Increase ol irrational consumption behavior
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