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A Study on the Distinguishing Characteristics of Middle-aged Male CEO’s Appearance
Management using Class Theory Bourdieu's

Kwang Hee Eun and Yunkyeong Mun'’

Dept. of Fashion Industry, Sungshin Women’s University; Seoul, Korea

Abstract: This study investigated the appearance management aspects of middle-aged male CEO's based on Bourdieu's
class theory. We conducted in-depth interviews with male CEOs in their 40s and 50s to understand the characteristics of
appearance management in terms of economic, cultural and social capital. We found that they acquire educational capital
based on their parents' economic capital and form their own cultural capital as adults. They had the characteristics of Petit
Brujois, which aimed for a higher class. The characteristics of differentiation based on appearance management identified
three results came from solidifying one's class position: clothing management, diversifying and upgrading appearance man-
agement, and pursuing their own ideal image. The influence of social network and cultural capital was also observed in
appearance management. This study explored the characteristics of discriminatory appearance management through an in-
depth study of middle-aged male CEOs as well as contributed to understanding the context of capital and appearance man-
agement by applying Bourdieu's class theory. In addition, this study provides basic data that can be referred to a design and
marketing direction for the men's clothing market by providing information on male consumers with high purchasing power.

Key words: bourdieu’s theory of class (2] 2] <] AlF°]&), middle-aged male CEO (F'd

34 CEO), economic capital
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Table 1. In-depth interviewees

Name Age Business areas Education Residence

1 A 44

Cosmetics University Seocho-gu

49 Culture business Graduate school Dongtan

42 Erection Graduate school Bundang
55 Education, consulting Doctor Seocho-gu
55 Education Doctor Gwangju
60 Erection University Gwacheon

49 Information service Graduate school Gangnam
48 Trade

0 N AN W B W N
T O T mg o w

Graduate school Bucheon

Table 2. In-depth question

Ttem Interview item

Age, age, education, place of residence, income
Parent / spouse’s education and occupation

Demographic . . .
. Private education experience as you grow
characteristics . . .
and capital Experience in overall cultural life
Experience of abroad and traveling abroad
Social class
Appearance management field and spending level
Selection criteria for appearance management
Appearance  Pursuit of appearance image (including celebrities)
management  Favorite clothing brand & style
Appearance
Management information
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Table 3. Capital characteristics and appearance management

Capital Characteristic of capital

Annual salary more than 200
million

Appearance management

Expensive appearance

Economy More than 1 billion homes and
management

apartments
Parental support

Parental education investment
High education
Rich overseas experience

Culture Own stylish taste

Differentiated appearance
management
Abundant appearance
management information

High professional position
Social network
Strong social network
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