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A study on Characteristics of Chinese Style Reflected in the Vivienne Tam Collection

Lanying Jiang and Juhee Park"’
Dept. of Fashion, Graduate school of Kookmin University, Seoul, Korea

Dept of Fashion Design, Kookmin University; Seoul, Korea

Abstract: This study examined the Chinese style in the Vivienne Tam collection as well as explored diversity and mod-
ern interpretation of a Chinese style used in modern fashion. The study also investigated the concept and history of the
Chinese style as well as analyzed the Chinese style in the collection based on a consideration of a Chinese element that
is the basic structure with an understanding of Vivienne Tam and general collection themes. As a result of research, the
Chinese style appeared in the Vivienne Tam collection was comprehensive with 43 Chinese elements including Animals,
Flower & Grass among the Nature elements, Mythology Religion among the Figure elements, Historical Artifacts, Cloth-
ing, Oral Literature, Entertainment, Fine Arts. Technique, Folk holiday among Culture elements and Philosophy among
Spirit elements, which accounted for 57.6% of the collection. The formative characteristics that included Chinese ele-
ments were extended, abstracted, distorted or transformed; in addition, some abstract elements were embodied into ani-
mals, images and certain particular forms to present a theme. In addition to two-dimensional method to print Chinese
elements on fabric, they were also expressed as a three-dimensional texture or a silhouette, achieving clear and bold har-
mony. The aesthetic characteristic is a mixture of Eastern and Western way of thinking. Her costume has a political and
historical meaning beyond the imitation of elements that represent the development of a pleasant and interesting design.

Key words: China (3=), Chinese element (3= £.42), Chinese style (3=+%), Vivienne Tam (8]8]<} &)
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Fig. 2. French porcelain
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Table 1. Chinese elements review

Natural element

Cultural element

Peaks Himalayas, Everest Mountains Cultural heritage Royal Garden, Lijiang Ancient Capital
Mountain Gulch Yarlung Tsangpo Grand Canyon Blue and White Porcelain,
Volcano Backdoo Mt. Voleano lake Historical artifacts Yuanmingyuan Zodiac Animal Head,
inshihuang Terracotta Warriors, Jade
Waterfall Hukou Waterfall, Huangguoshu Q ¢
Sori " Baot Sorine. Butterly Sori Beijing Opera Clothing, Kunqu Opera
Waters pring watet aotu Spring, Butterly Spring Material Clothing, Cheongsam, Robe, Long
River Yangtze River, Yellow River, heritage Clothin Gown, Mandarin Jacket, Vest, Served
Crescent Lake & Ru, Bellyband, Chinese Underpants,
. . L. Chinese Tunic Suit, Chinese Minority
Sunrise Sunrise of Heixiazi Island
Costumes
Sunset Sunset of Dali Food Moutai, Wuliangye, Mooncake, Zongzi
Astronomical Cloud and mist Cloud and Mist of Jiangxi Lu Mt. Brand Goubuli, Tongrentang
Buddha light Buddha Light of Fanjing Mt. Butterfly Lovers, Classic of Mountains
. o Oral literature and Seas, Water Margin, Barn swallow,
Mirage Shandong P r0V1T1ce P en-gle.u City, Jasmine Flower, Chinese Characters,
Guangdong Province Huilai County Calligraphy
Animals Tiger, Cinnabar, Phoenix, Magpie, Music Chinese Lute, Erhu
Dragon, Crane, Panda, Lion I Dragon dance, Peacock Dance, Bonfire
L Fish Carp, Goldfish Night, Peach Blossom Festival
Biological
Orchid, Peony, Chrysanthemum, Opera Guangdong Opera, Beijing Opera,
Flower & grass Yulan Magnolia, Plum, Bamboo, Huangmeixi, Kun Opera, Henan Opera
Lotus Rap art Rap Art, Errenzhuan
Figure element Non-material Entertainment Mahjong, Chlnesle( .Chess, Firecracker,
heritage ites
Political military Mao Zedong, Zhang Fei Dunhuang Frescoes, Landscape
Religious faith Shi Yongxin, Song Yaoru Painting, Ink-wash Painting, Figure
E - Fine arts Painting,Flower and Bird Painting,
cor}omlc ¢ Ma Yun, Ma Huateng Bead Pattern, Wave Pattern, Cirrus
Real unemproymen Pattern, Stripe Pattern, Cloud Pattern,
Social Yuan Longping, Qian Xuesen Reed Pattern, Tiger Pattern, Fish Pattern
Process technology Cai Lun, Yang Liwei Technique Shadow Plays, Sugar Figure Blowing,
Arts & culture Nie Er Tomb, Mei Lanfang Paper-cut, Embroidery, Tie-dyed
Novel Kua Fu. Nuwa Medicine Cupping, Qigong, Acupuncture
kran Festival, 12 Chi Zodi
- - Folk holiday Songkran estlvas,ignSC inese Zodiac
Imaginary Mythology Cowherd and \"Veavnvlg Girl, Bqddha : : :
relicion of Shakyamuni, Amitabha, Maitreya Yin Yang Five Elements, Unity between
& Bodhisattva, Kannon Bodhisattva Ideology Philosophy Man and Nature, the Body and the

Spirit Activity and Inertia, False or True
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Table 3. Chinese style characteristics in Vivienne Tam collection

Formative characteristic

Aesthetic characteristic

- Chinese elements related to collection theme are applied in extended,

-Mixture of Eastern and Western thinking

Th
eme abstracted, distorted and transformed form
- Printing Chinese elements on fabric
Material - Cutting, punching, pasting, overlapping etc

-Chinese traditional flower patterns were used the most

- Exploration the intrinsic origin of China with
political and historical concern

- Practical and modern items

Item & silhouette .
u ‘H, A lines were used the most

-A pleasant and interesting attitude

Color -Distinct and bold color scheme
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