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Development and Evaluation of Fall Impact Protection Pad
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Abstract: In this study, we developed honeycomb pads using foam and polymer gel and verified the impact protection
performance of pads for the development of a fall protection pants for elderly women aged 65 and over who have a high
risk of fracture due to falls. The results are as follows; In the first experiment, the impact protection performance was
evaluated for four honeycomb pad samples (CR foam, EPDM foam, hardness 15 polymer gel, and hardness 30 polymer
gel) manufactured to a thickness of 5 mm using a single material. When the force of about 10757N was applied to the
specimens, all four pads reduced the impact force to 3100N or less. Polymer gels showed better protection than foam
materials. In the second experiment, the thickness of the protective pad was set to 8 mm in order to improve the shock
absorbing performance of the protective pad. As a result of evaluating the impact protection performance of the foam sin-
gle pad and foam gel composite pad, the impact absorbing performance of the foam single pad was better. Finally, four
kinds of protection pads were made by assigning the foam single pad and the foam gel composite pad to pants type and
underwear type respectively. The pad thickness of the main protection area was set to 8 mm to enhance the protection,
and gradually decreased to 5mm and 3mm toward the edge to improve the appearance and fit.
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Fig. 1. Structure of honeycomb-typed pad.

Table 1. Mesh fabric property
Polyester 100%

Material KS K 0210:2007

(Coolmax®)
Weight(g/m3) 148.9 KS K 0514:2011
Thickness(mm) 0.53 KS K ISO 5084:2011
) Wale 13.0
Elogation(%o) KS K0352:2010
Course 73.6

Table 2. Foam property

Material CR EPDM
Thickness(mm) 5.30 5.09
Density(kg/m’) 160.0 149.5

Tensile strength(MPa) 7.00 0.70

Elongation(%) 210 294
Hardness(Type E) 20 15
CR foam EPDM foam

Fig. 2. Foam material of hexagonal pieces.
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Table 3. Polymer gel property

Material Thickness Densit}y Hardness

(mm) (kg/m”) (Type E)
Soft open-type TPS-SBS 4.64 5339 15
Hard open-type TPS-SBS 491 379.7 30

'Hard(30) open-type

Fig. 3. Polymer gel material of hexagonal pieces.
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Fig. 4. Impact protection pad sample.
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Fig. 6. Material for 2nd pad.
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Fig. 7. Falling simulation.
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Table 4. Results of 1st impact protection test for Smm pads
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(Unit: Newton)

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th M SD F
CR foam 2503 2461 2839 2548 2693 2612 2609° 139
EPDM foam 2892 3026 3005 3019 2801 2744 2915° 122 38207
Soft(15) open-type Polymer gel 2340 2463 2454 2503 2463 2539 2460° 67
Hard(30) open-type Polymer gel 2212 2155 2274 2224 2287 2427 2263¢ 93

I

p<.001, a>b>c>d: Duncan’s multiple range test
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Table 5. Results of 2nd impact protection test for 8mm pads (Unit: Newton)
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th M SD t
CR foam(8mm) 1088 1095 967 991 1012 1067 103 s
Polymer gel(5mm) +CR foam(3mm) 1348 1351 1374 1365 1400 1280 1353 40
T p<.001
9 % WS selt Az, el ol W YR § %A ROUE Hg A9 YAAF Aol2E FPska A1
FHow Rovl Pesy 1A FE AVATCak & B A8 ST £ BNE HAYS Fa}
Lee, 201690 Hl3te] o oleho] mEslolof she o= Wb of o] gixsh WAL $Yskn nASHON HF A=)
Ehat). ol 389) AOlAPS AT Ak, Il ofhE ¥ Feh: Table 69 AL
9o ek B3k o Bash gua v ele) AP
TP o 2 HE R JAAFRY 9%oR §7 34. 2 RsUco] 2y
£ o] B9 Zlow BuEth. 9, Bet 492 A AR AR gmmel F VA e} AF 2P A= 2
T B3 Fele] f1X|9} WAS Table 6ol AATsIATE £ 5 AHE B o] WAy JeE wet A= £
P AFEAAMNE 5L W02 JIAFS AP E o7 AlAfsle] F 450 WS At = g 2
FABIAL o5 FElel] ST, £ AF 3] AFAel = Fig. 8l AABIeH, Hadl=E Fig 99} o] H=e]
UM o]E UlE = F9lol| 283 g j=o] Ale]=r} 9 Al

Table 6. Selection of fall protection area and pad shape

Pants

Traces from a
falling simulation

Mark of protection area

_________ Ink mark
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Total
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E.‘Ir:.J‘[ll.’\;llllﬂ Tou[il i
Main Brea
protection Main
. . area i
Edit of protection area i protection
r’\::pn:!hpad 15t pod
S aled - 2nd pad
3rd pad Last pad
Last pad
Final
Final mﬂ:llw
Final protection area e




b stitch

CR foam 3mm

CR foam 5mm
CR foam

CR foam 8mm

Fig. 8. Cross section of impact protection pad.

Pad for pants

Pad for
underwear

Fig. 9. Structure of impact protective pad.
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Table 7. Impact protection pad

Polymer gel Smm
Polymer gel + CR foam
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CR foam 3mm Mash

Stitch

Polymer gel Smm CR foam 3mm
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s 858383820
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OO0,
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B 8mm
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Category Foam pad of single material

Combined pad of foam and polymer gel
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